Holidays in Term Time

Taking holidays in term time is no longer
allowed and will affect your child’s schooling as
much as any other absence.

We expect parents to help us by not taking their
children away in school time.

The Head can only grant leave in term time in
‘Exceptional circumstances.” All applications for
leave must be made in advance by letter. All
applications will be considered individually and
a decision will be made at the discretion of the
Head. You will be notified of the Head’s decision
in writing.

If a request is not authorised, then you may be
issued with a penalty notice (fine) by the Local
Authority.

Please also see the information on our website,
williamlovell.co.uk, which includes a copy of the
penalty warning letter and our attendance

policy.

William Lovell Church of England Academy
Main Road

Stickney

Boston

Lincs

PE22 8AA

Telephone: 01205 480352
Email: enquiries@williamlovell.laat.co.uk

Your Parental Responsibility

Ensuring your child’s regular attendance at
school is your legal responsibility and permitting
absence from school without good reason
creates an offence in law and may resultin a
referral to the Education Welfare Officer (EWO)
and possible prosecution. If you are
experiencing problems with getting your child to
school, please come and talk to us.

Education Welfare

The EWO will try to support you and your child
to resolve the situation by agreement. If other
ways of trying to improve your child’s
attendance fails and unauthorised absences
persist, education welfare can use sanctions
such as penalty notices or prosecutions in the
Magistrates Court.

For support and advice relating to barriers to
your child attending school, please telephone
the main school office and ask to speak to the
EWO or email
wellbeing@williamlovell.laat.co.uk
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If Your Child is Absent

Your child’s safety is of the utmost
importance to us, so please let us
know as soon as possible if we
should not expect them to arrive at
the academy:

Please contact us as soon as possible on the
first day of absence:

Telephone: 01205 480352

If we have not heard from you on the first day
of absence, we will telephone you.

As attendance is so important, we monitor
every child’s attendance throughout the school
year.

We regularly analyse each child’s attendance
and will write to you, if your child’s attendance
falls below 95%.

If by the following term the attendance has not
significantly improved, you will be invited to the
academy to meet with the Attendance Officer
and/or Assistant Head/Aspirational Lead/
Educational Welfare Officer to explore the
reasons for absence and discuss how we can
support you and your child in improving their
attendance.
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The Importance of Arriving
at the Academy on Time

Poor punctuality is not acceptable. If
your child arrives late, they not only
miss important work and instruction
from the teacher but also disrupt the
lesson for other pupils. This can be
embarrassing for your child.

- The school gates open at 08:20 am
and we expect your child to line up on
the yard at 8.40, to be in class to start
the school day at 08:45 am.

- If your child arrives between 08:47
and 09:00 am they will be recorded as
late.

- If they arrive after 09:01 am they will
receive a mark that shows they are on
site, but this will not count as a
present mark and will mean they have
an unauthorised absence.

Why is Attendance Important?

This is a successful secondary school and your
child plays their part in making it so. We aim for
an environment which enables and encourages
all members of the community to reach out for
excellence.

There is a very strong link between regular
school attendance and achievement. If your
child is frequently absent from school, they will
not achieve their potential. An attendance of
95% is generally considered good.

For your child to gain the greatest benefit from
their education, it is vital that they attend
regularly and arrive at school on time, every day
the school is open, unless the reason for the
absence is unavoidable.

The Facts About Attendance

* 90% attendance equates to your child
missing half a day each week of the school
year

* 90% attendance means that the Government
consider your child to be persistently absent.

* 80% attendance equates to your child
missing a whole day each week of the school
year.

* Missing a few days off school here and there
may not seem a big deal, but research shows
that it can have a significant impact on the
child’s learning.
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