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Choosing the right options and working hard for your exams helps you show 

our school values every day. When you pick subjects that matter to you and 

put effort into your learning, you show responsibility and aim for 

excellence. Sticking with challenges and trying your best helps you grow in 

confidence, resilience, and ambition.

Our key drivers also shine through your actions:

Excellence is a habit – you try your best in every lesson and in all your 

study and learning.

Everyone is valued – we put you at the heart of the options process.

Invest to achieve – you put time into the subjects that will help your future.

Cultivate your character – you show determination and kindness.

Never give up – you keep going, even when there are areas to improve.

By making good option choices and working hard in your exams, you’re 

building the best version of yourself and opening doors for your future.
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Dear Students Parents and Carers,

Reaching the end of Key Stage 3 marks a significant milestone in your academic 

journey. As you begin to consider your GCSE options, it is important to think 

carefully about your long-term ambitions and the possible career pathways that may 

interest you. To make well-informed choices, you should start exploring careers that 

appeal to you—whether that involves fields such as healthcare (nursing, midwifery, 

physiotherapy), engineering (civil, mechanical, aerospace), creative industries 

(graphics, media, design, performing arts), digital and tech (coding, cyber-security, 

game design), law, education, business and finance, construction and the trades, 

sports coaching, animal care, or countless others.

Using Unifrog to Support Your Choices

To help guide your decisions, you have access to Unifrog, our online careers and 

destinations platform. Unifrog allows you to:

• Explore hundreds of detailed career profiles, including required skills, typical 

salaries, and future job growth.

• Investigate post-16 and post-18 pathways, such as college courses, 

apprenticeships, and university options.

• Complete personality and interest quizzes that suggest careers and subjects that 

suit your strengths.

• Build an online record of your skills, achievements, and interests, which can help 

you understand where you excel.

• Access high-quality labour market information, showing which careers are 

growing locally, nationally, and globally.

Using Unifrog regularly will help you build a clearer understanding of your future 

aspirations and how your GCSE choices can support them.

Continuing a Broad and Balanced Education
Reflect honestly on your strengths, skills, and personal qualities as you explore your 

options. Even if you are unsure about your future plans, it is vital to keep a broad 

and balanced combination of subjects to maintain flexibility for future choices.

This booklet provides you with detailed information about the Key Stage 4 courses 

available to you over the next two years.

Introduction 
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There will be plenty of guidance available to help you make these important 

decisions. Your subject teachers will introduce the courses in lessons and 

assemblies. The Year 9 Options Evening offers a further opportunity to explore 

your ideas and speak directly with key staff. It is also strongly encouraged that 

you discuss your choices with your family before submitting your final 

preferences.

We aim to offer a curriculum that meets the needs of all students. However, 

courses with limited interest may not run, and some subjects have restrictions 

on student numbers which may affect final allocations. If this happens, we will 

support you in selecting alternative suitable courses.

The Importance of Attitude, Manners and Self-Study

Success at Key Stage 4 requires dedication, responsibility, and a positive 

attitude. This means staying on top of deadlines, maintaining excellent 

attendance, and taking pride in your learning. Independent study—such as 

completing homework to a high standard, revising regularly, and using online 

platforms like Unifrog—is essential for achieving your best.

Your manners, behaviour and conduct are equally important. Being respectful, 

polite, and considerate helps create a calm, purposeful school environment 

where everyone can succeed. Demonstrating maturity and good character in 

everyday interactions will support not only your academic progress, but also 

your preparation for college, apprenticeships, employment, and adult life.

Career Success
1. Attitude determines how you approach challenges

A positive, determined attitude helps you stay focused when things get difficult. 

Whether you are solving a tricky Maths problem or learning a new skill at work, 

employers value people who do not give up easily and who stay motivated. A 

strong attitude shows resilience—something that is essential in every job.

2. Manners shape how others see you

Good manners—such as being polite, listening well, saying thank you, and 

showing respect—help build strong relationships with teachers, classmates, 

and future colleagues. In almost every career, you will work with other people. 

Employers look for individuals who can communicate respectfully, contribute to 

a positive environment, and represent the organisation well.
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3. Behaviour affects your reputation

Your behaviour shows what kind of person you are. Being reliable, organised, 

and calm under pressure helps others trust you. In school, this means 

completing work on time and contributing positively in lessons. In the 

workplace, this leads to better teamwork, more responsibility, and 

opportunities for progression.

4. Self-study builds independence and lifelong learning

Careers today are constantly changing— AI, technology, qualifications, and 

job roles evolve quickly. People who can learn independently are more 

adaptable and successful. Self-study teaches you how to:

• take responsibility for your own progress

• reading widens vocabulary 

• manage your time effectively

• revise and build knowledge deeply

• stay motivated without being reminded

These are exactly the qualities employers want.

5. Strong habits now become strong habits later

The behaviours you develop in Key Stage 4—meeting deadlines, revising 

regularly, being respectful, showing initiative—are the same behaviours you 

will need in college, apprenticeships, university, and employment. Good habits 

created now will support your success for years to come.

6. They help you stand out during applications and interviews

Colleges, employers, and apprenticeship providers all look for evidence of 

good conduct. Your attitude and behaviour can influence:

• interview performance

• references from teachers

• how you work in group tasks

• how confident you feel presenting yourself

Positive manners, a strong work ethic, and independent learning set you apart 

from others.

We have every confidence that, by working hard and making the most of the 

opportunities at William Lovell Church of England Academy you will achieve 

your full potential and experience success in all that you pursue.



Why Attendance Is Important for Careers and Futures 

Impact of Attendance on GCSE Scores

1. How Number of Days Missed Affects GCSE Grades

Research consistently shows that every additional day of absence reduces 

attainment.

• Missing 10 days in Year 11 halves the odds of achieving a Grade 5 in 

English and Maths, compared with pupils attending 95–100% of the time.

• Each day of absence leads to a 0.3–0.4% decline in achievement.

• Missing 17 days in a year is associated with dropping one whole GCSE 

grade across subjects.

2. DfE Attendance Bands and Impact

• 95–100%: Almost double the odds of achieving Grade 5 in English and 

Maths.

• 90–95%: Odds fall sharply; 10 extra days' absence halves the likelihood of 

Grade 5.

• Below 90%: Strong link with low attainment.



Why Attendance Is Important for Careers and Futures 

3. Importance for Employment and Further Education

• Persistently absent students may earn £10,000 less by age 28.

• Each missed day between Years 7–11 linked to £750 for each day 

absent lifetime earnings loss.

• Attendance influences access to A-levels, apprenticeships, and 

college courses.

• Builds employability habits such as reliability and punctuality.
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Why Reading Is Important for Careers and Futures 

1. Reading builds essential communication skills

Every career—whether in engineering, childcare, construction, medicine, 

business, or the creative industries—requires clear communication. Reading 

strengthens your vocabulary, helps you understand complex ideas, and 

improves your ability to express yourself. Employers value people who can 

read instructions accurately, understand information quickly, and communicate 

clearly.

2. Reading helps you learn new skills throughout life

Modern careers change rapidly. New technology, updated policies, and 

evolving industry standards all require workers to keep learning. Strong 

reading skills make it easier to:

• retrain or upskill

• complete apprenticeships or technical training

• read manuals, emails, reports, guidelines, and safety instructions

• Whatever path you choose, being able to read confidently gives you 

independence and adaptability.

3. Reading boosts problem-solving and critical thinking

When you read, you learn to make connections, evaluate information, and 

think more deeply. These skills are vital in careers such as:

• science and engineering (analysing data)

• healthcare (understanding symptoms and procedures)

• law and policing (interpreting evidence or information)

• business and finance (evaluating risks and solutions)

Strong readers make stronger thinkers.



4. Reading builds background knowledge
The more you read, the more you know—and background knowledge is what helps you 
understand the world. Whether you're reading about technology, history, psychology, or 
the environment, broad knowledge makes you more confident in:

interviews
college applications
workplace discussions
problem-solving in real situations

Knowledge opens doors.

5. Reading improves focus and stamina
GCSEs, apprenticeships, college courses, and most jobs require the ability to stay focused. 
Reading regularly builds concentration, patience, and the ability to work through longer 
or more detailed tasks—skills that employers value highly.

6. Reading strengthens employability
Nearly every employer looks for applicants who can:

• follow instructions carefully
• understand written information
• interpret data, diagrams, and reports
• communicate clearly in writing
• Reading underpins all of these capabilities, making you more employable in any field.

7. Reading helps you explore careers
Reading exposes you to new industries, roles, and opportunities you may never have 
considered. Through articles, books, online guides, or platforms like Unifrog, reading 
helps you discover:

• what different jobs involve
• the skills required
• real-life experiences from professionals
• possible pathways you can take

It helps you find inspiration and make informed choices.



THE  CURRICULUM

The curriculum at Key Stage 4 consists of a mixture of courses in which 

students will be able to choose according to their strengths and interests, whilst 

still following the compulsory subjects of English Language, English Literature, 

Maths, Combined Science, PE. PSHE/RSE and Careers will be delivered as a 

series of termly drop-down days and opportunities throughout the years, along 

side a PHSE timetabled lesson a week. 

You will be guided through your choices by subject teachers, tutors and other 

staff to ensure appropriate choices. The Key Stage 4 curriculum reflects the 

National Curriculum requirements and the curriculum policy of the school. We 

want to offer as much individual choice as possible so that you can follow the 

courses, they need for both their interest and their future career paths. 

We recommend that all students opt for a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Whilst all GCSEs have equal status, they do demand different skills and ways 

of learning.

You will continue to study the Core or Statutory Curriculum:

•GCSE English Literature and English Language

•GCSE Mathematics

•GCSE Combined Science – This course will lead to two GCSEs through the 

study of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.

•Core Games/Physical Education

•GCSE Religious Studies

•PSHE, RSE, and Careers Education

In addition to these core subjects, you will be able to choose two GCSE or 

vocational subjects that you will study throughout Key Stage 4. Each GCSE 

subject is allocated three lessons per week on the timetable.

.    



Getting it Right

William Lovell’s handy guide of Dos and Don’ts

when choosing your options.

DOs

● Read the options booklet thoroughly and speak to your teachers about your 

skills and suitability for the courses you wish to take.

● Look forward to your career aspirations and consider which subjects will benefit 

you in achieving your goals.

● Speak to students in Years 10 & 11 about the courses and seek a student’s 

perspective.

● Involve your parents/carers and form a tutor in your options discussions. They 

will be able to help and support you.

● Talk to your form tutor.

● Look at potential Level 3 courses (Sixth Form/College) and look at which Level 2 

course they require for course entry.

● Choose subjects which you know you will enjoy.

DON’Ts

● Choose a subject just because your friend is choosing it. It may not be the right 

course for you. You may not even be in the same class.

● A subject should not be taken or dropped based on the teacher delivering it; a 

new year may bring change. You must choose a subject with full intention to see it 

through until the end of Year 11.

● Pick a subject without speaking to the teacher first to see whether the course is 

suitable for you. You may find particular courses may not suit your skill set.

It is hoped that the majority of the courses offered in this booklet will run in 

September. However, the Academy reserves the right to:

● withdraw any course if too few students opt for it.

● limit group/class sizes if the nature of the subjects requires it.

● offer/suggest alternatives, if we feel it is beneficial to the student.



COMPULSORY 

SUBJECTS
Everyone at Key Stage 4 takes examination courses in English Language, 

English Literature, Maths, Religious Education (each worth 1 GCSE) and 

Combined Science (worth 2 GCSE’s).

All students take part in Physical Education which is a non-examined subject 

and PHSE, RSE and Career Guidance. 



Students will study both subjects counting as 2 GCSEs. Everything will be assessed by final examination at the end of the two-year 

course.

English Language

Component 1: 20th-century Reading and Creative Prose Writing. Written examination 1 hour 45 minutes. (40%) 

Section A (20%) – Reading

Understanding of one prose extract (about 60-100 lines) of 

literature from the 20th century assessed through a range of 

structured questions

Section B (20%) – Prose Writing

One creative writing task selected from a choice of four titles

Component 2: 19th-Century and 21st-Century Reading. Transactional and Persuasive Writing. Written examination 2 hours. (60%) 

Section A (30%) – Reading

Understanding of two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) 

of high-quality non-fiction writing, one from the 19th century, 

the other from the 21st century, assessed through a range of 

structured questions

Section B (30%) – Writing

Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks

Component 3: Spoken Language. Non-examination Assessment. 

One presentation/speech, including responses to questions  and feedback

Achievement in Spoken Language will be reported as part of the qualification, but it will not form part of the final mark and 

grade.

GCSE ENGLISH

LANGUAGE

EXAM BOARD: EDUQUAS

COURSE CODE: GCSE English Language C700QS

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: EXAM

GRADING SET: 9-1



English Literature 

Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry. Written examination: 2 hours.. 40% of qualification. 

Section A- Shakespeare

This assessment will test knowledge and understanding of a Shakespeare text through one extract-based question 

and one essay question on the text as a whole. Learners will be expected to comment on Shakespeare’s use of 

language, structure and form and show an understanding of key themes, characters and ideas within the text. This 

section will also test learners' spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Section B: Poetry

This assessment will test knowledge and understanding of poetry from 1789 to the present day. Learners will be 

assessed on two poems from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology. In the first question, learners will be asked to 

write about a specified poem.  In the second question, learners will be asked to write about a second poem chosen 

from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology and compare it to the first. Learners will be expected to consider the 

context of each poem, its content and key ideas, and the poets’ use of language, structure and form.

Component 2: Post-1914/Drama, 19th-Century Prose and Unseen Poetry. Written examination: 2 hours and 30 

minutes. (60%). 

Section A Post 194 Prose/Drama

This assessment will test, through a source-based response, knowledge and understanding of the post-1914 

prose/drama text. Learners will be expected to comment on the writer's use of language, structure and form and 

show an understanding of key themes, characters and ideas within the text. This assessment will also test the 

learner’s spelling, punctuation and grammar

Section B: 19th Century Prose 

This assessment will test, through a source-based response, knowledge and understanding of the 19th-century prose 

novel. Learners will be expected to comment upon the context of the prose text, the language, structure and form of 

the text and key  themes, characters and ideas within the text

Section C: Unseen Poetry

This assessment will ask learners to consider two unseen poems from the 20th and/or 21st centuries. In the first 

question, learners will be asked to write about a previously unseen poem. In the second question, learners will be 

asked to write about a second previously unseen poem and compare it to the first. Learners will be expected to 

consider the content and key ideas of each poem, and the poets’ use of language, structure and form.

For any more information about English Language and Literature, please 

speak with Mrs Rose, Mr Kirk, Miss Wilmot or Mrs Scutt 

GCSE ENGLISH

Literature

EXAM BOARD: EDUQUAS

COURSE CODE: GCSE English Literature C720QS

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: EXAM

GRADING SET: 9-1



GCSE MATHEMATICS

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

COURSE CODE: 1MA1

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: 3x 1.5hr Exams

Purpose of doing Edexcel

• Provide a good range of understanding that will help students in other subjects such as

Science, and other technology-based subjects.

• Provide a strong foundation for further academic and vocational study and for 

employment,

to give students the appropriate mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding to help

them progress to a full range of courses in further and higher education. This includes

Level 3 Mathematics courses as well as Level 3 and undergraduate courses in other

disciplines such as Biology, Geography and Psychology, where the understanding and 

application of mathematics is crucial.

Qualification aims and objectives

 The aims and objectives of the Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE \ (9 - 1) in 

Mathematics are to enable students to:

• develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 

concepts.

• acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems.

• reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions.

• Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and context.

Assessment Content

The assessment will cover the following content headings:

1. Number,

2. Algebra,

3. Ratio, proportion and rates of change,

4. Geometry and measure,

5. Probability

6. Statistics

For more information about the GCSE Mathematics course please speak to Mr O Roberts



GCSE SCIENCE

(COMBINED AWARD)

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

COURSE CODE: 1SCO

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: 6 x 70-minute exams

At William Lovell, students dive into the three core scientific disciplines—Biology, Chemistry and Physics—

through the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Combined Science qualification. This course is equivalent to two full 

GCSEs, giving learners a strong and balanced scientific foundation.

All assessments take place at the end of Year 11, giving students plenty of time to grow in confidence and 

mastery throughout the course.

There will be six examinations in total:

2 Biology papers, 2 Chemistry papers, 2 Physics papers

Each paper will be: 60 marks in total :  1 hour 10 minutes in duration

You will study: 

Biology

Discover the living world through topics such as:

• Cells and microscopy

• Genetics and inheritance

• Health, disease and the human body

Chemistry

Explore the materials that make up our world, including:

• States of matter

• Chemical reactions and bonding

• Metals, acids and more

Physics

Understand how the universe works by studying:

• Energy transfers

• Forces and motion

• Waves, sound and light

For more information about GCSE Combined Science please speak to Mrs L Spowage 

(Lauren.Spowage@williamlovell.laat.co.uk)

mailto:joanne.Whittaker@williamlovell.laat.co.uk
mailto:joanne.Whittaker@williamlovell.laat.co.uk
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES

EXAM BOARD: AQA A (FULL COURSE)

COURSE CODE: 8062

Religious studies is the study of religions and religious responses to fundamental questions of 

life. At GCSE, Students will gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy, and ethics form 

the basis of our culture. They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to 

work with abstract ideas, and leadership and research skills. All these skills will help prepare 

them for further study.

Religion guides many decisions that are made in people’s lives and in public policy. This 

course helps to gain a greater understanding of the influence of religion in life and society. 

Study of Religious Studies GCSE lays a good foundation for further study of Religious Studies 

at A level and complements other related A-level subjects including Philosophy, Law, History, 

Government and Politics, Sociology, and English Literature. Religious Studies is a relevant 

qualification for ANY job which involves working with other people and understanding the 

needs of others. For example, doctors, nurses, teachers, childcare, police officers, lawyers 

and social workers. The UK is a multi-faith society, and an understanding of our differences 

will help us live and work together peacefully. The principles within this GCSE attempt to 

achieve this understanding.

• Component 1: The study of religions:

-Christianity Beliefs, Teachings and Practices

-Islam Beliefs, Teachings and Practices

• Component 2: Thematic studies

- Theme A: Relationships and Families

- Theme B: Religion and Life.

- Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict

- Theme E: Religion, Crime and Punishment.

For more information about GCSE Religious Studies, please contact Ms Palmer

Erin.palmer@williamlovell.laat.co.uk



CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This course is core compulsory and non-examined.

What the course involves:

Core PE is a statutory part of the curriculum for all students in Years 10 and 11. It 

focuses on promoting lifelong participation in physical activity, developing physical 

fitness, and supporting students’ physical, mental, and social wellbeing. Core PE is not 

assessed through exams or coursework, but students are expected to take part fully 

and bring the correct kit to every lesson. 

Students take part in a broad programme of physical activities designed to build 

confidence, teamwork, and personal fitness. 

Activities may include: 

• Invasion games such as football, netball, rugby, and basketball

• Individual sports such as athletics, badminton, and table tennis 

• Health and fitness sessions including circuits, aerobics, and gym-based training 

• Outdoor and adventurous activities where appropriate 

The aim is to help students stay active, develop healthy habits, and enjoy a wide range 

of sporting experiences. As a result, students will develop the confidence to take part in 

different physical activities and learn about the value of healthy, active lifestyles. 

Students will work as individuals, in groups and in teams, developing concepts of 

fairness and of personal and social responsibility. 

They will take on different roles and responsibilities, including leadership, coaching, and 

officiating. Through the range of experiences that Physical Education offers, students 

will learn how to be effective in competitive, creative, and challenging situations.



OPTION SUBJECTS

In addition to these core subjects, you will be able to choose 
two GCSE or vocational subjects that you will study 

throughout Key Stage 4.

 



GCSE ART & DESIGN

(CRAFT, ART & DESIGN)

EXAM BOARD: AQA

COURSE CODE: 8027

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: PORTFOLIO/EXAM

Assessment Arrangements:

Candidates will complete a two-year full broad-based course in Art and Design. 

Candidates are expected to create a portfolio of work based on themes chosen by the 

centre. This will make up 60% of the total final grade. There will also be a theme set by 

the exam board which will make up 40% of the total final grade. Work from Y10 and Y11 

will be submitted for the ‘Component 1’ unit, and ‘Component 2’ will be completed 

during Y11 only and concludes with a 10-hour controlled assessment which is 

completed over 2 days during school hours.

What the course involves:

Candidates will cover the GCSE assessment criteria by completing work in and out of 

the sketchbook and can complete work in both 2D and 3D. The course is flexible and 

allows for all different styles and ways of working. Candidates will be expected to 

generate their own ideas and complete work of their own choice. The artwork is 

completed in many, diverse ways such as drawing, printmaking, painting, and sculpture.

If you would like more information about GCSE Art & Design, please speak to Miss. 

Pickwell or Mrs Chester- O’Neill 



BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts 

Exam Board: Pearson 

Course Code: RPA3

The BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts is a specialist vocational qualification with a strong 

practical focus. This course is designed to give you the skills, knowledge and confidence needed to 

succeed as a performer and creative practitioner within the performing arts industry.

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts (30%)

Through a range of practical workshops, rehearsals and research tasks, you will develop a portfolio 

exploring a variety of performance styles and genres.

You will examine professional works, develop your understanding of key practitioners, and learn how 

performance pieces are created. The aim of this component is to broaden your creative experience 

and build on your personal interests in performance.

Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts (30%)

You will develop essential performance skills such as characterisation, technique, movement, vocal 

work, choreography, and ensemble performance.

 Your progress will be documented through workshops, rehearsals and performance evidence.

Component 3: Responding to a Brief (40%)

This externally assessed component allows you to apply the skills you have developed to create a 

performance in response to a given industry-style brief.

 Working as part of a group, you will create, rehearse and perform an original piece of drama, dance 

or musical theatre.

 This component gives you the freedom to work creatively, focus on your strengths and develop 

performance material for a real-world style task.

What other skills will I develop?

You will develop key employability skills such as teamwork, communication, creativity, self-discipline, 

time management and problem-solving. You will also learn about safe practice, rehearsal etiquette, 

evaluating your own work and supporting others through constructive feedback.

How will I be assessed?

The course consists of:

• Two internally assessed components (teacher-assessed and externally moderated)

• One externally assessed component, completed through a practical set task under supervised 

conditions and sent to the exam board for marking

There is no written exam—assessment is based on coursework, practical work and your final 

performance response to the externally set brief.

For any more information please speak with

Mrs Everton on amy.everton@williamlovell.laat.co.uk



GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCE

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL

COURSE CODE: 1SCO

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: 6 x 105-minute exams

Students with a passion for science can choose to study GCSE Separate Sciences, gaining three individual 

GCSE qualifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This route allows learners to explore each discipline 

in greater depth, developing strong scientific understanding and preparing them excellently for A-Level 

Science and beyond.

This route will take up one of the students’ option choices due to the additional time required to cover the 

content. 

All assessment for the Separate Science GCSEs is completed through the final exams at the end of Year 11. 

There are six examinations; two for each specialism, each lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes and being worth 100 

marks.

Students will study the following additional content

Biology

• More detailed genetics and evolution

• Advanced microbiology including the growth of microbes 

in controlled conditions

• Expanded ecology content

• Additional body systems

Chemistry

• Quantitative chemistry in greater depth

• Additional organic chemistry including polymers

• Electrochemistry including fuel cells

• Higher level chemical analysis

• More detailed periodic table and bonding content

Physics

• Additional electricity and circuits including static 

electricity

• Advanced forces and motion including moments and levers

• Space Physics (not taught in Combined Science) – life cycle 

of stars, red-shift, evidence for the expanding universe, 

and Solar System structure

• More equations and mathematical requirements

Why Choose Separate Sciences?

• Three separate GCSE grades in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

• Greater depth and challenge compared with Combined Science

• Excellent preparation for A-Level Sciences, Engineering, Medical pathways, and STEM careers

• More practical work, more complex ideas, and more opportunities to apply scientific thinking

For more information about GCSE Separate Science please speak to Mrs L Spowage 

(Lauren.Spowage@williamlovell.laat.co.uk)

mailto:joanne.Whittaker@williamlovell.laat.co.uk
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What the course involves: 

AQA GCSE Physical Education (9-1) is designed to inspire students through new and contemporary 

topics which will allow students to develop a well-rounded skill set and prepare them for progression to 

further studies. 

To be eligible for GCSE Physical Education, ALL students must take part in regular sport or 

physical activity outside of school and must be an active member of a recognised sports club. 

This ensures they can meet the practical performance demands of the course and develop the 

depth of skill needed for assessment.

Students taking GCSE PE must demonstrate commitment and a high level of performance in either; 

one team and one individual sport, two team or two individual sports.

Unit 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport

● 1 hour 15 minutes written exam

● 78 marks in total – 30% of qualification

● A mixture of multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions, and extended answer 

questions

● You will study: Applied anatomy and physiology alongside Physical training.

Unit 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport

● 1 hour 15 minutes written exam

● 78 marks in total – 30% of qualification

● A mixture of multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions, and extended answer 

questions

● You will study: Socio-cultural influences, Sports psychology and Health, fitness and well

Unit 3: Practical performances

● Non-exam assessment

● 75 marks in total – 30% of qualification

● Core and advanced skills demonstration in one individual, one team and a third in either a team 

or in an individual activity.

• For each of their three activities, students will be assessed in skills in progressive drills (10 marks) 

and in full context/competitive game (15 marks)

Unit 4: Analysis and evaluation of performance - Coursework

● Non-exam assessment

● 25 marks in total – 10% of qualification – analysis (15 marks) and evaluation (10 marks)

● Written assessment on their analysis and evaluation of their own/peers' performance to bring about 

improvement in one activity

For more information on Physical Education GCSE please speak to Mr Hopwood 

(neil.Hopwood@williamlovell.laat.co.uk) or Mrs Chester-O'Neill (caroline.chester-

o'neill@willaimlovell.laat.co.uk) 

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

EXAM BOARD: AQA

COURSE CODE: 8582

mailto:neil.Hopwood@williamlovell.laat.co.uk
mailto:ella.Tarjanyi@willaimlovell.laat.co.uk


GCSE HISTORY

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 1HI0

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: EXAMINATIONS

This offers a diverse range of subjects relating to a broad expanse of History. The topics have been 

chosen, largely, to link into historical themes that the students will have studied at KS3. Students will build 

upon the skills developed in KS3. They will be expected to analyse and evaluate sources to explain 

historical events and differing perspectives of these.

They will need to identify biases in sources and make inferences from them. This information will

need to be presented in well-structured responses that include a good range of subject-specific

terminology.

The final assessment is in 3 end of Key Stage examinations 

Paper 1: Crime and punishment in Britain (1hr 45m) (30%)

Historic Environment: Whitechapel, East London between c1870 and c1900.

This topic explores how crime and punishment have changed/remained the same throughout the years. 

Sample case studies: Pendle Witch Trials, Derek Bentley and Jack the Ripper.

Paper 2: Period Study: The American West  (1 hour 45 exam) (40%)

Period Study: The American West

This topic covers the exploration of the USA and conflict with the Plains Indians, through the

settlement of the USA and the destruction of the way of life of the Plains Indians.

British Depth Study: Anglo-Saxon and Norman Britain. In this topic, students will study the final years of 

the Anglo-Saxon period through the Norman invasion of Norman invasion of 1066 and the impact upon the 

English government and society in early Norman England.

Paper 3: Modern depth study (1 hour 20m exam) (30%)

Weimar and Nazi Germany

Students will study 4 aspects of the interwar period in Germany. These are: The Weimar Republic,

Hitler’s rise to power, Control of dictatorship and Life in Germany.

History will allow students to access several courses at A Level or college and is

well-respected in a range of job markets.

For more information about GCSE History, please speak to Mrs Erin Palmer 

erin.palmer@williamlovell.laat.co.uk 

mailto:erin.palmer@williamlovell.laat.co.uk


GCSE GEOGRAPHY

EXAM BOARD: AQA

COURSE CODE: 8035

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: EXAM

GRADING SET: 9 - 1
What the course involves:

GCSE Geography carries on with the practices and aims of Key Stage 3 and pupils will learn about
their world and issues facing our planet (cause and effect). This course allows the student to
develop such skills as:

Communication skills / Graphical and Cartographical skills / Technology skills, including ICT.
/ Interpersonal skills through debate and discussion / Literacy and Numeracy / Problem
solving skills / Entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities / Independent
learning skills.

Assessment arrangements are as follows:
• Unit 1 – Living with the Physical Environment. -– Written Paper 1 hour 30 minutes – 88
marks, worth 35 % of the final grade. (3 marks are awarded for SPaG.)
• Unit 2 – Challenges in the Human Environment - Written paper 1 hour 30 minutes – 88 marks,
worth 35% of the final grade. (3 marks are awarded for SPaG.)
• Unit 3 – Geographical Applications. Written exam 1 hr 15 mins – 76 marks, worth 30% of total
GCSE. (6 Marks available for SPaG.) This paper will based on field investigations and
pre-release materials.

Two fieldworks will be undertaken to cover both physical and human aspects of Geography. There
is no controlled assessment under the new specification. However, fieldwork techniques will be
assessed through the 3rd written paper.

In-class work will vary from individual work from books, group activities, map work and discussions. 
Work will be based upon a mixture of theoretical understanding and geographical processes
as well as a range of case studies, for each topic.
Students will cover topics that are familiar to them from Key Stage 3 such as Hazards, 
Urbanisation and The Living Natural World (Rainforests and Hot Deserts); rivers and coasts. 
These topics will be covered in greater depth and with a more analytical and evaluative approach. 
Throughout the course students will be encouraged to develop exam techniques and geographical 
skills to prepare them for sitting the final exams.

Students must have awareness/interest in events occurring around the world that have an
impact on the planet, the environment and people. For example up-to-date events like the recent
earthquakes in Haiti, New Zealand, Turkey and Syria. Watching news programmes and
documentaries, and reading magazines like Time or National Geographic are vital. (These magazines
are available in the school Geography Department).

For more information about GCSE Geography, please speak to Mr D Hill 
damian.hill@williamlovell.laat.co.uk or Miss Erin Palmer erin.palmer@williamlovell.laat.co.uk 

mailto:damian.hill@williamlovell.laat.co.uk
mailto:erin.palmer@williamlovell.laat.co.uk


GCSE DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

EXAM BOARD: AQA

COURSE CODE: 8552

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: Coursework and Exam

Assessment Arrangements: 

2 Units, 50% Coursework including practical 50% Examination

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an

increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on

Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors.

Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical

and practical expertise.

Our GCSE allows students to study core technical, designing, and making principles, including a broad

range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity

to study specialist technical principles in greater depth.

Coursework = 50 % Substantial design and make task

Assessment criteria:

● Identifying and investigating design possibilities

● Producing a design brief and specification

● Generating design ideas

● Developing design ideas

● Realising design ideas (Practical)

● Analysing & evaluating

● Contextual challenges to be released annually by AQA on 1 June year 10 o Students will produce

a prototype and a portfolio of evidence

● Work will be marked by teachers and moderated by AQA

● Theory ready for exam

Core Technical Principles: 

To make effective design choices students will need a breadth of core technical knowledge

and understanding that consists of:

● new and emerging technologies

● energy generation and storage

● developments in new materials

● systems approach to designing

● mechanical devices

● materials and their working properties.

Suitable for anyone considering a career in Engineering, Construction and building

services, motor vehicle - technology and repair, Joiner, carpenter, plumber etc

For further information, contact Mrs Bullen louise.bullen@williamlovell.laat.co.uk 

mailto:louise.bullen@williamlovell.laat.co.uk


GCSE FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION

EXAM BOARD: EDUQAS (WJEC)

Assessment Arrangements:

2 Units, 50% Practical and 50% Written

Coursework consists of:

1. Food investigation task (2000 words) which will require students to research and test

ingredients for a given theme.

2. Food preparation task. Students will research, plan and cook 3 dishes for a given theme.

Students then cook and present 3 dishes during a 3 hour-assessed practical exam

Syllabus Reference

Students are asked to carry out scientific experiments and apply an understanding of the 

nutrition of the dishes they plan and cook.

It is also expected that students present their work to the highest standard.

In this course you will learn about health, safety and hygiene in the workplace; nutrition and 

food science, cooking and presentation. You will have the opportunity to learn and 

demonstrate a vast array of practical skills and make a wide variety of dishes. You will learn 

practical and organisational skills that are transferable to many vocations and jobs, such as 

health and safety, quality control and time planning.

Why should I study this subject?

If you have an interest in and enjoyment of food and a willingness to learn a wide variety of 

practical skills then this course should interest you. Cooking is, without a doubt, one of the 

most important skills a person can ever learn and share. It is a life skill you will always need. 

A healthy diet is essential for life, therefore it is essential to understand nutrition. This is a 

chance to learn

practical skills that you can take into the world and regularly use. Whether it is having a 

party;

cooking for friends; feeding the family; making lunch; or getting a part-time job. You can use 

these

skills to save money and eat healthily every day for the rest of your life.

Where could this take me in the future?

Whatever your preference there is a ‘foodie’ career out there that could give you ultimate job

satisfaction. These could range from further education in Diet and Nutrition studies: 

nutritionists,

dieticians, food technologists and food manufacturing to careers in the hospitality and 

catering

industry.

For further information contact Mrs J Waiya  jane.Waiya@williamlovell.laat.co.uk. 

mailto:jane.Waiya@williamlovell.laat.co.uk


GCSE Computer Science 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

COURSE CODE: 1CP2

Paper 1: Principles of Computer Science 
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
50% of the qualification 75 marks

Content overview
This paper will assess Topics 1 to 5.
● Topic 1: Computational thinking – understanding of what algorithms are, what they
are used for and how they work; ability to follow, amend and write algorithms;
ability to construct truth tables.
● Topic 2: Data – understanding of binary, data representation, data storage and
compression.
● Topic 3: Computers – understanding of hardware and software components of
computer systems and characteristics of programming languages.
● Topic 4: Networks – understanding of computer networks and network security.
● Topic 5: Issues and impact – awareness of emerging trends in computing
technologies, and the impact of computing on individuals, society and the environment, 
including ethical, legal and ownership issues.

Onscreen examination: 2 hours
50% of the qualification 75 marks
 Content overview This paper will assess Topic 6: Problem-solving with programming.
The main focus of this paper is:
● understanding what algorithms are, what they are used for and how they work in
relation to creating programs
● understanding how to decompose and analyse problems
● ability to read, write, refine and evaluate programs.

If you would like more information about GCSE Computer Science, please speak to Mr
Main.



GCSE Spanish 

EXAM BOARD: AQA
COURSE CODE:  8698 

ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: Listening, speaking, reading and writing

Introduction

GCSE Spanish is a dynamic and engaging course that develops students’ ability to communicate confidently in a modern foreign 

language. Through a wide range of topics, students will learn to understand and express ideas in both spoken and written Spanish, 

while gaining insight into Hispanic cultures and communities.

The course builds on the vocabulary and grammar learned at Key Stage 3 and prepares students for further language study at 

A-Level or for use in future careers. Spanish is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, and studying it opens 

opportunities in travel, business, education, tourism, translation, international relations, and many other fields.

Students will develop skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing, and will learn to communicate for real purposes such as 

giving opinions, describing experiences, discussing future plans, and understanding authentic texts.. 

• Assessment Arrangements

The GCSE is assessed entirely through final examinations at the end of Year 11. All four skills are equally weighted:

• Listening – 25%

• Speaking – 25%

• Reading – 25%

• Writing – 25%

Students will be entered for either Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) or Higher Tier (grades 4–9). All four exams must be taken at the 

same tier.

• Course Content

Students study three main themes:

• Theme 1: Identity and Culture Family, relationships, technology, free time, customs and festivals.

• Theme 2: Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest Home and town, social issues, global issues, travel 

and tourism.

• Theme 3: Current and Future Study and Employment School life, education, future plans, jobs and careers.

• Why Choose GCSE Spanish?

Develops communication, memory and problem-solving skills.

Enhances employability in a global job market.

Supports applications for college, university and apprenticeships.

Encourages cultural awareness and global understanding.

Opens opportunities for travel, work and study abroad.

For more details, please see Miss Parejas Constanza.Parejas@williamlovell.laat.co.uk 

mailto:Constanza.Parejas@williamlovell.laat.co.uk


Useful Websites
These websites will be beneficial to you when choosing your options.

Career Pilot https://www.careerpilot.org.uk

Success at School https://successatschool.org

William Lovell C of E Academy https://williamlovell.co.uk

University and College Admission System https://www.ucas.ac.uk

AQA https://www.aqa.org.uk

Edexcel https://qualifications.pearson.com

Eduqas https://www.eduqas.co.uk

OCR https://www.ocr.org.uk

NCFE https://www.ncfe.org.uk

Visit Unifrog Parent Portal (https://www.unifrog.org/parent )

Other useful websites and information: 

Please click here to visit the icould.com career online website.

T Levels

Apprenticeships: What Parents Need to Know | RateMyApprenticeship

https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk

https://www.parentalguidance.org.uk/labour-market-information/what-will-the-future-job-
market-be-like

https://futurelearncareers.com/

Future careers in the Humber region.  If you want to find out plans for decarbonising our 
area, please click here.

Key Questions about Medical School

A parents' toolkit for career conversations (talkingfutures.org.uk)
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What happens next?
After the options evening, students will have time to consider their 

preferred choice of subjects.

Also, there will be opportunities for conversations between Year 9 

students and key staff (including the leadership team) to discuss their 

option choices. This will support in development of a clear and strong 

understanding of the needs and aspirations of the learners.

We would like to encourage all parents and carers to chat at home 

about the options process and encourage students to participate in 

these discussions. We have included a list of websites which will be 

very useful in supporting you and your child to make the right choices.

It is anticipated the process will be completed by the end of June.

Students will be informed about their options and subjects as soon as 

this information is available.

Please sign up to support your child through your parental Unifrog 

account: Visit Unifrog Parent Portal (https://www.unifrog.org/parent )

There will be this booklet and Microsoft forms link sent to students 

emails for initial choices. We need your top 3 in rank order. 

In September 2026, your child will start on their journey into KS4 at 

William Lovell Church of England Academy.

We wish them every success in this.

https://www.unifrog.org/parent
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