
Citizenship  
 

Curriculum Intent: 

At William Lovell Church of England Academy, our Citizenship curriculum is designed to empower students 
to become informed, responsible and active citizens who can make a positive difference within their 
communities, nation and the wider world. Rooted in the National Curriculum and our Christian foundation, 
the subject encourages students to explore how individuals contribute to society. 

Our curriculum is underpinned by the school's vision that everyone has the potential to flourish and is 
shaped by our core values of Responsibility, Excellence and Growth. Students develop an understanding of 
democracy, justice, the rule of law, power and influence, while recognising their responsibility to 
contribute positively to society. They are encouraged to strive for excellence in their thinking, 
communication and decision-making, and to embrace personal growth through reflection, challenge and 
active participation in their communities.  

Through the study of political systems, community action, rights and responsibilities, identity and diversity, 
students learn how individuals, organisations and governments work together to keep society functioning 
and moving forward. They critically analyse evidence, evaluate differing viewpoints and understand the 
relationships between self and others, self and community, and self and the law. 

Aligned with our Christian ethos, the curriculum promotes stewardship, compassion, justice and service. 
Students are encouraged to reflect on moral and ethical issues, develop empathy and resilience, and gain 
the confidence to challenge injustice and inequality. By nurturing curiosity, responsibility and a 
commitment to the common good, Citizenship helps students become thoughtful, respectful and engaged 
citizens who are prepared to flourish and make a positive contribution throughout life's journey. 

Implementation 

Year 
10 

In Year 10, students deepen their understanding of democracy, human rights, justice and the UK's political 

system, building on prior learning to become informed, responsible and active citizens. Through enquiry, 

discussion and real-world experiences, students develop the knowledge and skills needed to participate 

effectively in society while demonstrating the school's values of Responsibility, Excellence and Growth.  

Local Democracy and Government Students investigate the structure and functions of local government, 

exploring how decisions are made and how public services are delivered within their communities. They 

research local issues, engage with councillors or community leaders where possible, and evaluate the impact 

of democratic processes on citizens' lives. 

Rights, Responsibilities and the Law Through interactive workshops, debates and case studies, students 

examine fundamental rights and freedoms, legal responsibilities and the principles that underpin the justice 

system. Role-play activities encourage students to consider different perspectives, apply critical thinking and 

develop informed arguments on contemporary issues. 

Active Citizenship Project Students identify a social, political or environmental issue they are passionate about 

and design a campaign to promote positive change. Using research, strategic planning and persuasive 

communication, they develop and present solutions while reflecting on how individuals can influence society 

and contribute to the common good. 



Year 
11 

In Year 11, students apply their citizenship knowledge to contemporary national and global challenges, 

developing a deeper awareness of their role as responsible global citizens. The curriculum encourages 

students to think critically about complex issues and explore how collective action can create meaningful 

change. 

Global Issues and Social Justice Students investigate significant global challenges such as climate change, 

poverty, inequality, migration and human rights. They analyse the causes and consequences of these issues, 

consider a range of viewpoints and evaluate the effectiveness of responses from governments, charities and 

international organisations. 

Citizenship in Action Drawing upon their learning from across the curriculum, students explore how 

individuals and communities can influence decision-making and drive positive social change. Through 

independent research, discussion and problem-solving activities, students develop evidence-based 

recommendations and consider how they can contribute to a more just, compassionate and sustainable 

world. 

Preparation for Life Beyond School Students reflect on their rights and responsibilities as future voters, 

workers and community members. They develop the confidence, resilience and civic understanding required 

to navigate modern society, embodying the William Lovell vision of flourishing academically, morally and 

spiritually while making a positive contribution to others. 

Assessment and Feedback 

Type of Assessment Frequency Type of Feedback 

Review questions in class Weekly Verbal or written via live marking 

End of module assessments Termly Written 

Key Stage 3 and 4 end of year assessments Annually Written 

Key Stage 4 mock examinations Annually Written 

Formative assessment will be used within lessons where appropriate, with teachers providing additional verbal and 
written feedback as needed. 

Throughout Key Stage 4, students follow the Edexcel GCSE Citizenship specification, which includes:  

Exam Structure:  

Independent examination that examines theoretical knowledge.  

Papers: 2 papers.  

Duration: 1.5 hours + 1.5 hours = 3 hours.  

Weighting: Paper 1 = 50%, Paper 2 = 50% = 100%.  

Other Examination Expectations: A Citizenship project must be carried out as directed by the examination board. This is in 
line with what students have studied across the specification and in-line with a topical issue. This contributes to the 
examination process.  



Students are awarded a single GCSE grade based on their performance from both papers.

 

Department Staffing: 

Ms Erin Palmer: Erin.Palmer@williamlovell.laat.co.uk 


