
English Language 
 

Curriculum Intent  
At William Lovell Church of England Academy, our intention with our English Language 

curriculum is to embed knowledge, develop skills and enrich understanding through reading 

purposefully and insightfully so that all students can attain the language capacity to navigate and 

succeed in courses of their own choosing. Guided by our vision that the light in our community 

helps us to grow, responsibility is the compass that guides us, and excellence is the path we 

walk to reach a brighter future, we seek to foster a love of language that enables every student to 

flourish. We want our students to thrive and be the best that they can be in English, enabling 

them to pursue language-based careers within writing, journalism, speech therapy and 

education. 

 

Our curriculum is underpinned by the values of Excellence, Growth and Responsibility. We strive 

for excellence in communication and critical thinking; we encourage growth through engagement 

with challenging and enriching texts; and we promote responsibility by developing students who 

can use language thoughtfully, respectfully and effectively in the wider world. 

 

We aim for all students to be able to explore all methods of communication and confidently 

engage with texts and situations that have wide-ranging voices and represent the culturally 

diverse society in which we live, creating a sense of empathy, belonging and mutual 

understanding. Through our enrichment opportunities of visits, performances and clubs, we want 

students to develop a sense of service and commitment to the school and wider community, 

reflecting the light of our community and their responsibility towards others. 

 

Our intent is for all students to purposefully explore a broad range of non-fiction and fiction texts 

that enrich their knowledge and vocabulary so that they gain the confidence to use ambitious 

language and terminology in a range of contexts within their studies and wider lives. In doing so, 

students will grow as readers, writers and communicators, pursuing excellence and becoming 

responsible members of society who are equipped for a bright and successful future. 

 

The overarching concepts for English Language at William Lovell Church of England Academy 

are: 

• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding   
• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve 

their own writing  
• write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately   
• use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately   
• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and  
• understanding of grammatical terminology,1 and linguistic conventions for reading, 

writing and spoken language.   
• listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English 

effectively. 
 



Implementation 

Key Stage 3 – Years 7, 8 and 9 

Key Stage 4 – Year 10 and 11 

Year 7 
In Year 7, students build on their Key Stage 2 experiences through a curriculum that 

develops both reading and writing skills. Reading for pleasure is encouraged 

through the Fast Read programme, with texts selected to match students’ reading 

levels. Students study a set text to explore character, setting, narrative perspective 

and writer’s intentions, before being introduced to Shakespeare through an 

exploration of Elizabethan context, performance and audience.  

Year 8 
In Year 8, students develop their analytical and interpretative skills through the study 

of a range of literary forms. They begin with short stories, exploring structure, 

narrative perspective, character construction and the impact of vocabulary choices. 

The year concludes with the Gothic novel where students further develop their 

inference and deduction skills, offering informed interpretations of unfamiliar texts 

while engaging with a range of voices and perspectives in literature. 

Year 9 
In Year 9, students continue to develop their key analytical, evaluative and writing 

skills. They study non-fiction writing through Language Paper 2-style tasks, learning 

to craft effective articles, speeches and travel writing using a range of descriptive and 

persuasive devices. Students also consolidate their ability to infer, deduce and 

interpret meaning in challenging unseen texts, strengthening the reading skills 

required for GCSE English Language. As part of their transition to GCSE study, 

students revisit and refine their understanding of prose, poetry and non-fiction 

features, including text structure, organisation and comparison skills.  

Year 10 and 11 
In key stage 4 students begin focused preparation for GCSE English Language by 

developing the reading, writing and analytical skills required for both examination 

components. Students study unseen extracts from 20th-century literary prose texts, 

exploring how writers use language and structure to create meaning and effects. 

They also develop their creative writing skills, learning to craft engaging descriptive 

and narrative responses through the effective use of vocabulary, imagery and 

structural techniques. Students then go on to analyse a range of unseen 19th- and 

21st-century non-fiction texts, including letters, diaries, autobiographies, 

biographies, articles, reports and digital media, developing their ability to compare 

viewpoints, perspectives and methods. Alongside this, students refine their 

transactional, persuasive and discursive writing skills, learning to adapt their style, 

tone and structure for different audiences and purposes through forms such as 

speeches, articles, reviews and letters. Throughout the year, students consolidate 

their understanding of language, structure and writer’s craft while developing the 

confidence and independence needed for success at GCSE. 

 



Assessment 

Type of Assessment Frequency Type of Feedback 

Review Questions in class. Weekly Verbal 

End of Module Assessments Termly Written 

Key Stage 3 and 4 End of Year Assessments Annually Written 

Key Stage 4 Mock examinations Annually Written 

Formative assessment will be used within lessons where appropriate, with teachers providing 
additional verbal and written feedback as needed. 

Students in KS4 study WJEC Eduqas GCSE in English Language and will sit 2 written examinations at 
the end of year 11.  Students will also undertake a speaking and listening assessment, which will be 
written and presented in class. 

 

Exam Structure: 

Component 1:  

• 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing 
• Written Exam – 1 hour 45 minutes (40% of qualification) 

Section A (20%) – Reading Understanding of one prose extract (about 60-100 lines) of 
literature from the 20th century assessed through a range of structured questions  

Section B (20%) – Prose Writing One creative writing task selected from a choice of four 
titles 

Component 2: 

• 19th and 20th Century Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing 
• Written Exam – 2 hours (60% of qualification) 

Section A (30%) – Reading Understanding of two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) 
of high-quality non-fiction writing, one from the 19th century, the other from the 21st century, 
assessed through a range of structured questions  

Section B (30%) – Writing Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks 

Component 3: Spoken Language 

• Non-examination assessment (unweighted) 

One presentation/speech, including responses to questions and feedback. 

Achievement in Spoken Language will be reported as part of the qualification, but it will not 
form part of the final mark and grade. 
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