
English Literature 
 

Curriculum Intent  
At William Lovell Church of England Academy, our intention is to empower students to analyse, 

question and explore methods of communication across a range of literary contexts. Rooted in 

our vision that the light in our community helps us to grow, responsibility is the compass that 

guides us, and excellence is the path we walk to reach a brighter future, the teaching of English 

across KS3, KS4 and KS5 is underpinned by providing all students with the opportunity to 

engage in passionate debate, discussion and exploration of texts from across our literary 

heritage, both traditional and modern. 

 

Our curriculum is driven by the values of Excellence, Growth and Responsibility. We strive for 

excellence in students’ analytical, written and verbal communication; encourage growth through 

sustained engagement with challenging and inspiring literature; and promote responsibility by 

developing thoughtful, reflective individuals who can engage respectfully with a range of 

perspectives and ideas. 

 

We intend for all our students to purposefully select for themselves a range of literature and to 

read regularly for pleasure. Through our enrichment opportunities of visits, performances and 

clubs, we want students to develop a sense of service and commitment to the school and wider 

community, recognising the role they play in contributing positively to the lives of others and 

allowing the light within our community to help them grow. 

 

Our intent is for students to thrive and be the best that they can be, enabling them to pursue 

literature-based careers within writing, journalism, speech therapy and education. Through the 

study of our chosen literature texts, students will encounter a wide and diverse range of voices 

that represent the culturally diverse world in which we live, fostering empathy, belonging and 

understanding. In doing so, students will become responsible, articulate and confident individuals 

who pursue excellence and contribute positively to a brighter future for themselves and their 

communities. 

 

The overarching concepts for English Literature at William Lovell Church of England Academy 

are: 

• read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and 
make connections across their reading   

• read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain 
their understanding and ideas   

• develop the habit of reading widely and often  
• appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage  
• write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard 

English   
• acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other 

literary and linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read. 

Implementation 



Key Stage 3 – Years 7, 8 and 9 

Key Stage 4 – Year 10 and 11 

Year 7 In Year 7, students build on their Key Stage 2 experiences through a curriculum that 

develops both reading and writing skills. They begin with creative and 

autobiographical writing, focusing on vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation 

and comprehension. Poetry is studied through a diverse anthology that develops 

understanding of poetic methods and the effective use of quotations. The year 

concludes with short fiction, including where students develop their ability to infer, 

deduce and interpret meaning while engaging with a range of diverse literary voices. 

Year 8 In Year 8, students develop their analytical and interpretative skills through the study 

of a range of literary forms. Poetry study builds on prior learning through a diverse 

anthology, deepening students’ understanding of poetic methods while developing 

their ability to compare texts and embed quotations effectively. Students then study 

a novel considering how extracts fit within the wider context of a text and exploring 

the influence of contextual factors alongside language, structure and form. Through 

Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, students develop their understanding of 

dramatic form, structure and literary heritage by analysing key scenes and themes. 

Year 9 In Year 9, students continue to develop their key analytical, evaluative and writing 

skills. Poetry study focuses on mastering the identification and interpretation of 

poetic methods, with students exploring structure, form, language and contextual 

influences. Through the study of a novel students develop the skills needed to 

deconstruct and interpret more challenging novels, analysing themes, 

characterisation, imagery and narrative structure. The year concludes with the study 

of Shakespeare’s where students revisit dramatic form, plot development, 

characterisation and literary heritage while developing their understanding of 

Shakespearean language and its impact on audiences. 

Year 10 and 11 
The Key Stage 4 English curriculum is designed to develop confident, critical and 

analytical readers and writers who are equipped with the knowledge and skills 

required for academic success and lifelong learning.  

Through the study of a wide range of literary and non-fiction texts, students will 

explore how writers use language, structure and form to communicate ideas, 

perspectives and emotions. Students will study a 19th Century prose text in depth, 

developing a secure understanding of plot, characterisation and key themes while 

analysing writers’ craft and the social context of the novella.  Students will engage 

with the course poetry anthology, exploring the rich literary heritage of poetry and 

investigating the relationships between poems and the contexts in which they were 

written.  



Students will further deepen their understanding of poetic methods, themes and 

meanings through detailed analysis of language, structure and form.  

To develop their ability to evaluate characters, events, themes and dramatic 

techniques, as well as considering how writers create meaning and effect, students 

will examine post 19th Century drama, as well as investigate a range of unseen non-

fiction texts from the 19th and 21st centuries, including letters, diaries, 

autobiographies, biographies, reports, articles and digital texts; this will enable 

students to compare viewpoints and analyse writers’ methods.  

Students will also develop the skills required for transactional, persuasive and 

discursive writing, adapting their writing for a variety of audiences, purposes and 

forms such as speeches, reviews, letters and articles.  

Collectively, the curriculum fosters intellectual curiosity, cultural awareness, literary 

appreciation and the ability to communicate effectively, preparing students for 

further education, employment and active participation in modern society. 

 

Assessment 

Type of Assessment Frequency Type of Feedback 

Review Questions in class. Weekly Verbal 

End of Module Assessments Termly Written 

Key Stage 3 and 4 End of Year Assessments Annually Written 

Key Stage 4 Mock examinations Annually Written 
 

Formative assessment will be used within lessons where appropriate, with teachers providing 
additional verbal and written feedback as needed. 

Students in KS4 study WJEC Eduqas GCSE in English Literature and will sit 2 written 
examinations at the end of year 11.   

Exam Structure: 

Component 1:  

• Shakespeare and Poetry 
• Written exam – 2 hours (40% of qualification) 

Section A (20%) Shakespeare Play (to be determined by the academy from texts identified 

by exam board )  

One extract question and one essay question based on the reading of a Shakespeare 

text from the above prescribed list.  

Learners are not permitted to take copies of the set texts into the examination. 

 

Section B (20%) Poetry from 1789 to the present day  



Two questions based on poems from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology, one of which 

involves comparison (for assessment until 2026 when it will be replaced by a new anthology 

for assessment from 2027)  

Learners are not permitted to take a copy of the anthology into the examination. 

Component 2: 

• Post 19 Century Prose/Drama 
• 19th Century Prose 
• Unseen Poetry 
• Written exam – 2 hours and 30 minutes (60% of qualification) 

Section A (20%) Post-1914 Prose/Drama (text to be determined by the academy from texts 

identified by exam board) 

One source-based question on a post 1914 prose/drama text from the above prescribed list. 

Learners are not permitted to take copies of the set texts into the examination.  

Section B (20%) 19th Century Prose (text to be determined by the academy from texts 

identified by exam board) 

One source-based question on a 19th century prose text from the above prescribed list. 

Learners are not permitted to take copies of the set texts into the examination.  

Section C (20%) Unseen Poetry from the 20th/21st Century  

Two questions on unseen poems, one of which involves comparison. 
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