
Geography 
Curriculum Intent 

At William Lovell Church of England Academy, Geography inspires curiosity 
about the world and our place within it. Rooted in our Christian foundation and 
guided by our values of Responsibility, Excellence and Growth, the curriculum 
develops students' understanding of the relationships between people, places 
and environments at local, national and global scales. 

Through the study of both human and physical geography, students investigate contemporary issues including 
climate change, development, natural hazards, population change, and sustainability. They are encouraged to 
think critically, analyse evidence, and develop informed opinions about the challenges and opportunities facing 
our world. 

Geography promotes responsibility by helping students understand their role as global citizens and the 
importance of environmental stewardship. It drives excellence through enquiry, challenges and high 
expectations, while supporting growth by building knowledge, confidence, and resilience. Our Geography 
curriculum enables students to flourish academically, morally and spiritually, equipping them with the 
knowledge, skills and values needed to make a positive difference in an ever-changing world. 

Implementation 

Year 
7 

In Year 7, students are introduced to geographical thinking through the study of key human and 
physical geography topics. They develop core geographical skills while exploring natural resources, 
economies, weather and climate, Earth processes, and the opportunities and challenges presented by 
Russia's geography. Through enquiry, discussion and data analysis, students learn to think critically 
about how people interact with the environment and the wider world. As they investigate sustainable 
resource use and environmental stewardship, students begin to understand their responsibilities 
towards the planet. Through challenge, investigation and evidence-based decision-making, they build 
confidence in applying geographical skills and knowledge to local, national and global issues. 

Year 
8 

In Year 8, students deepen their understanding of human and physical geography by exploring global 
development, population change and migration. They investigate how changing populations and levels 
of development affect people and places around the world. Students also study coastal landscapes, 
examining the processes that shape coastlines and the challenges of managing them. Through enquiry, 
discussion and evidence-based analysis, students develop critical thinking and global awareness as 
they consider the impacts of development and population change on communities and environments. 
By analysing geographical evidence and making informed judgements about real-world issues, 
students become increasingly confident in applying their geographical knowledge to a range of global 
challenges. 

Year 
9 

In Year 9, students build upon their geographical knowledge through the study of tectonic hazards, 
rivers, Africa and climate change. They investigate the processes that cause earthquakes, volcanoes 
and river landscapes, before exploring the challenges and opportunities facing countries across Africa. 
Students also examine the causes, impacts and future implications of climate change from both 
human and physical perspectives. Through enquiry, discussion and evidence-based analysis, students 
develop critical thinking and global awareness, evaluating complex geographical issues and 
considering how sustainable decisions can help address global challenges. As their understanding 
grows, students become increasingly confident in applying geographical knowledge to real-world 
issues and recognising their role in creating a more sustainable future. 

Year 
10 

Students begin their GCSE studies by examining tectonic hazards, climate change, urbanisation, and 
coastal and glacial landscapes. Through case studies such as Bristol, Rio de Janeiro and Nigeria, they 
apply theoretical knowledge to real-world contexts and develop fieldwork and analytical skills. As they 
investigate the impacts of climate change, development and resource use on people and 
environments, students learn to evaluate evidence, consider sustainable solutions and make informed 
geographical judgements. Through rigorous enquiry, data analysis and decision-making, they become 
increasingly confident in tackling complex global issues and applying geographical knowledge to 
unfamiliar situations, building a strong foundation for GCSE success. 



Year 
11 

In the final year, students study urban issues through case studies of Bristol and Rio de Janeiro and 
explore contrasting ecosystems through Tropical Rainforests and Cold Environments. They consider 
the challenges created by urban growth, deforestation and climate change, evaluating their impacts on 
people and the environment whilst exploring sustainable management strategies. Students complete a 
pre-release investigation and revisit key content in preparation for their GCSE examinations. Through 
independent enquiry, evidence-based decision-making and the application of geographical knowledge 
to complex global issues, students develop the confidence, resilience and awareness needed to 
succeed in their examinations and as informed global citizens. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment in Geography includes a variety of methods such as comprehension tasks, mini assessments, 
reading for learning activities, and end-of-unit tests. Students receive verbal and written feedback, and DIRT 
(Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Time) is used to address misconceptions and improve responses. 

Type of Assessment Frequency Type of Feedback 
Review Questions in class. Weekly Verbal 
End of Module Assessments Termly Written 
Key Stage 3 and 4 End of Year Assessments Annually Written 
Key Stage 4 Mock examinations Annually Written 

 

 

At Key Stage 4, students follow the AQA GCSE Geography specification, which includes: 

Exam Structure: Independent examination that examines theoretical knowledge. 

Papers: 3 papers. Paper 1 = Physical geography. Paper 2 = Human geography. Paper 3 = Application of 
geographical methodology. 

Duration: 1.5 hours + 1.5 hours + 1.5 hours = 4.5 hours. 

Weighting: Paper 1 = 35%, Paper 2 = 35%, Paper 3 = 30% = 100% 

Other Examination Expectations: A field trip must take place at GCSE to apply practical theory to a 
hypothesis or question which all GCSE Geography students must attend. Paper 3 is where this is examined. 

Students are awarded a single GCSE grade based on their performance across all three papers. 

Department staffing 

Ms Jennifer Taylor jennifer.taylor@williamlovell.laat.co.uk 

 

  


