
History 
 

Curriculum Intent: 

At William Lovell Church of England Academy, History inspires students to understand how the past has 
shaped the world they live in today. Rooted in the National Curriculum and our Christian vision that 
everyone has the potential to flourish, the curriculum develops curious, knowledgeable and reflective 
learners through the study of local, national and global history. 

Through carefully sequenced enquiry questions, students investigate topics ranging from medieval England 
and the history of Boston to migration, empire, world wars, the Holocaust and struggles for equality. They 
develop secure historical knowledge alongside the skills to analyse evidence, evaluate interpretations and 
construct informed arguments.  

Our curriculum is underpinned by the William Lovell values of Responsibility, Excellence and Growth. 
Students take responsibility for their learning, strive for excellence in their historical thinking, and grow in 
confidence, resilience and intellectual independence. Through exploring diverse perspectives and 
important moral issues, they develop empathy, respect and a deeper understanding of justice, human 
rights and community.  

History equips students to become thoughtful, informed citizens who can make a positive contribution to 
their communities and the wider world, leaving their own William Lovell Legacy. 

Implementation 

Year 
7 

In Year 7, students begin by exploring how people in the past lived, ruled and interacted, focusing on how 
Britain’s identity has been shaped over time. They study Lincolnshire through history, the Roman impact on 
Britain, and the achievements of the Islamic Golden Age, before moving into the medieval world through the 
Norman Conquest, village life (continuing the idea of local history by using Stickney as a case study), the 
Crusades, and the roles of women. The year ends with the Black Death and the Peasants’ Revolt, helping 
students understand how ordinary people responded to crisis and change. This year lays the foundations for 
historical thinking and global awareness.  

Year 
8 

Year 8 explores how Britain changed from the medieval period to the modern age through local, national and 
global history. Students begin by investigating how Boston has changed through time, before examining 
the Tudor dynasty and the growth of royal power. They then consider whether the English Civil War was a 
revolutionary turning point in British history and explore the role of sugar in the British Empire and the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade. The year concludes with a study of the Industrial Revolution and its impact on 
Britain and the lives of ordinary people. Through these enquiries, students develop their understanding of 
change, continuity, cause and consequence, and historical significance.  

Year 
9 

In Year 9, students explore some of the most significant events and movements of the modern world. They 
begin by investigating how migration to Britain has changed through time, before examining the causes and 
impact of the First World War. Students then study the global nature of the Second World War and the causes 
and consequences of the Holocaust. The year concludes with an enquiry into struggles for equality in the 19th 
and 20th centuries, exploring how people challenged injustice and campaigned for change. Through these 
enquiries, students develop their understanding of conflict, identity, diversity and human rights while 
strengthening their historical analysis and evaluation skills.  



Year 
10 

In Year 10, students begin the Edexcel GCSE History course by studying Crime and Punishment Through Time, 
c1000–present, including the historic environment of Whitechapel, c1870–c1900. They explore how crime, 
law enforcement and punishment have changed over time and the factors that have driven these 
developments. Students then study Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–1088, examining the Norman 
Conquest and its impact on England's government, society and culture. Through these topics, students 
develop their skills in source analysis, interpretation and extended historical writing, preparing them for 
success at GCSE.  

Year 
11 

In Year 11, students continue the Edexcel GCSE History course with a study of The American West, c1835–
1895, exploring migration, settlement, conflict and the changing lives of Native American communities as the 
United States expanded westwards. They then study Weimar and Nazi Germany, c1918–1939, examining the 
challenges faced by Germany after the First World War and the rise and impact of the Nazi regime. The year 
concludes with focused revision, enabling students to refine their source analysis, interpretation and 
extended writing skills in preparation for their GCSE examinations.  

Assessment and Feedback 

Type of Assessment Frequency Type of Feedback 

Review Questions in class.  Weekly  Verbal  

End of Module Assessments  Termly  Written  

Key Stage 3 and 4 End of Year Assessments  Annually  Written  

Key Stage 4 Mock examinations  Annually  Written  

Formative assessment will be used within lessons where appropriate, with teachers providing additional verbal and 
written feedback as needed. 

Assessment Structure: 

GCSE History at the academy follows the Edexcel History specification. In this, students are assessed in formal 
examinations at the end of the Key Stage (Year 11):   

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment (written examination 1 hour 15 minutes)   

• Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000-present, and Whitechapel, c1870-c1900: crime, policing at the inner 
city   

This represents 30% of the final qualification.  

 

Paper 2: Period study and British Depth Study (written examination 1 hour 45 minutes)   

• Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060-1088   

• The American West, c1835-c1895  

This represents 40% of the final qualification.   



 

Paper 3: Modern depth study (written examination 1 hour 20 minutes)   

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939   

This represents 30% of the final qualification.

 

Department Staffing: 

Mr Rory Cameron – Rory.Cameron@williamlovell.laat.co.uk  

Mr Jonathan Cussons – Jonathan.Cussons@williamlovell.laat.co.uk  
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