
Subject Name: Performing Arts  
 

Curriculum Intent: 

The light in our community helps us to grow, responsibility is the compass that guides us, and excellence is the path we walk 
to reach a brighter future. The Performing Arts curriculum embodies this vision by nurturing confident, creative, and 
reflective learners through a carefully sequenced programme of music and drama across Key Stage 3. Pupils begin by 
establishing core foundations in performance, including voice, movement, rhythm, and listening, through introductory work 
in both disciplines. Rooted in the school's values of growth, responsibility, and excellence, the curriculum encourages pupils 
to develop their talents, take ownership of their learning, and strive for their personal best. 

As they progress, pupils apply these skills in increasingly varied and expressive contexts, exploring different styles, 
traditions, and cultural influences. Through collaborative rehearsal, performance and reflection, they learn how 
responsibility guides their contributions to a group, while the support and encouragement of the school community provide 
the light that helps them grow. This structured journey enables pupils to move from basic skills towards more confident, 
collaborative performance and a deeper understanding of how the arts communicate meaning and emotion. 

As pupils develop, the curriculum broadens and deepens their understanding through exposure to a wide range of genres, 
forms, and historical contexts. In drama, this includes progression from introductory performance skills into stylised 
theatre, historical performance traditions, and the study of influential practitioners and issue-based texts. In music, pupils 
advance from foundational musical elements to world music traditions, instrumental performance, genre study, and 
composition. Throughout this journey, excellence remains the path they walk, encouraging resilience, ambition, and a 
commitment to refinement and improvement. 

By Year 9, pupils work with greater independence and maturity, engaging with challenging material that requires critical 
thinking, interpretation, and personal response. They explore how performance can shape audience understanding, 
communicate complex ideas, and reflect real-world issues. Across both subjects, pupils are encouraged to experiment with 
different styles and approaches, developing the confidence to perform, create, and evaluate with purpose. In doing so, they 
recognise the positive impact they can have within their community and beyond. 

Throughout the curriculum, there is a strong emphasis on creating, performing and responding, reflected in assessment 
strategies that value both process and outcome. Underpinned by a Christian ethos, the curriculum promotes dignity, 
respect, compassion, and appreciation for the contributions of others. Pupils are encouraged to see the performing arts as a 
meaningful way to express ideas, celebrate diversity, and build connections with different perspectives. Guided by the 
school's vision that the light in our community helps us to grow, responsibility is the compass that guides us, and excellence 
is the path we walk to reach a brighter future, the Performing Arts curriculum supports both academic success and personal 
development, preparing pupils to contribute positively and confidently to the world around them. 

 

Implementation 

Year 
7 

The Performing Arts curriculum is designed to develop pupils’ creativity, confidence, and expressive skills through a carefully sequenced 
programme of music and drama. Beginning with an Introduction to Drama and an Introduction to Music, pupils are supported to build core 
foundations in performance, including voice, movement, rhythm, and listening. At this stage, the focus is on developing confidence, 
cooperation, and an understanding of how stories and music can communicate meaning and emotion. 
As pupils progress into the spring term, learning broadens through Pantomime in drama and World Music in music. Pupils apply their 
foundational skills in more expressive and culturally diverse contexts, exploring exaggerated characterisation, humour, and audience 
interaction in pantomime, while developing an appreciation for musical traditions from around the world. This stage deepens their 
understanding of performance as a shared, collaborative experience and introduces them to a wider range of cultural influences. 
In the summer term, pupils move towards more independent and sophisticated performance through Commedia dell’Arte and Ukulele. Drama 
sessions develop improvisation and character work through historical theatre forms, encouraging quick thinking and creativity. In music, pupils 
learn to play the ukulele, applying their knowledge of rhythm and pitch to a practical instrument, fostering resilience and a sense of 
achievement through sustained practice and ensemble playing. 
Throughout the curriculum, pupils revisit and build upon key skills in performing, creating, and responding, enabling them to develop both 
technically and expressively over time. The curriculum encourages pupils to work collaboratively, respect different viewpoints, and reflect on 



their own progress. Underpinned by a Christian ethos, the curriculum supports pupils in valuing their individual talents, showing respect for 
others, and recognising how music and drama can be used to express meaning, identity, and shared values within a community. 
 

Year 
8 

The Year 8 Performing Arts curriculum is designed to deepen pupils’ understanding of performance through increasingly complex, thought-
provoking, and culturally rich experiences in music and drama. The year begins with Greek Theatre in drama and Festive Film Music in music, 
where pupils explore the origins of theatre and the power of storytelling through chorus, narration, and symbolism, alongside developing their 
listening and compositional skills through film scores. At this stage, pupils build on prior knowledge to understand how music and drama can 
heighten emotion, convey narrative, and influence audience response. 
In the spring term, pupils move into more thematic and stylistic exploration through the study of Titanic in drama and Blues and Jazz in music. 
Drama lessons focus on character development, historical context, and empathetic storytelling, encouraging pupils to consider real-life events 
and human experiences. In music, pupils explore the origins, structure, and improvisational elements of Blues and Jazz, developing their ability 
to perform and compose within established musical forms. This phase strengthens pupils’ ability to interpret meaning, express  emotion, and 
appreciate the cultural significance of the performing arts. 
In the summer term, learning becomes more mature and reflective through Let Him Have It in drama and African Drumming in music. Drama 
explores more complex themes of justice, morality, and perspective, encouraging pupils to engage critically with performance and its social 
impact. In music, pupils develop rhythmic precision, ensemble skills, and an understanding of traditional African musical practices through 
practical drumming. This final stage of the year emphasises collaboration, discipline, and expressive confidence, allowing pupils to perform 
with greater independence and purpose. 
Across the year, pupils continue to refine their skills in performing, creating, and responding, making clear connections between different 
styles, contexts, and purposes. The curriculum encourages thoughtful reflection, mutual respect, and an appreciation of how the performing 
arts can communicate powerful ideas and shared human experiences, supported by a school ethos that values creativity, dignity, and respect 
for others. 
 

Year 
9 

The Year 9 Performing Arts curriculum is designed to refine pupils’ technical skills while encouraging deeper critical thinking, 
independence, and understanding of performance as a powerful form of expression. The year begins with the study of a live 
theatre text, Things I Know to Be True, alongside Popular Classics in music. Pupils explore naturalistic performance, character 
relationships, and emotional depth in drama, while developing their listening and performance skills through well-known 
classical music adapted for wider audiences. This stage supports pupils in analysing how meaning is constructed and 
communicated, both on stage and through musical interpretation. 
As the curriculum progresses into the spring term, pupils engage with key theatrical theories through the study of Brecht and 
Stanislavski, while exploring compositional techniques in Minimalism in music. Drama lessons focus on contrasting 
approaches to performance, encouraging pupils to experiment with both immersive, character-driven acting and more political, 
presentational styles that challenge the audience. In music, pupils develop their understanding of repetition, structure, and 
texture through minimalist composition, applying greater independence and creativity in their work. This phase encourages 
pupils to think more critically about the purpose of performance and how different styles influence audience engagement. 
In the summer term, pupils encounter more abstract and physical approaches to theatre through the work of Artaud and 
Berkoff, alongside the study of Rhythms of the World in music. Drama lessons emphasise physicality, symbolism, and non-
naturalistic performance, pushing pupils to take creative risks and explore alternative ways of communicating meaning. In 
music, pupils build on prior rhythmic knowledge to perform and compose using complex patterns inspired by global traditions, 
strengthening ensemble awareness and technical control. This final stage enables pupils to demonstrate maturity in both 
performance and interpretation, drawing on a broad range of influences. 
Across the year, pupils consolidate and extend their ability to perform, create, and evaluate with increasing independence and 
confidence. They are encouraged to reflect thoughtfully on their own work and the work of others, developing a deeper 
appreciation of how the performing arts can explore complex ideas, perspectives, and human experiences. The curriculum 
supports pupils in growing as respectful, reflective individuals, recognising the value of creativity and expression within a wider 
community. 
 

Year 
10 

The Year 10 Drama curriculum aims to develop students as confident, creative and reflective performers, preparing them for success in 

Component 1 and Component 2 of the BTEC Performing Arts course. 

In Component 1 (Exploring the Performing Arts), students explore professional work (Learning Aim A), take part in practical workshops 

(Learning Aim B), and develop and present performance ideas (Learning Aim C), building their understanding of how meaning is 

created for an audience. 

In Component 2 (Developing Skills and Techniques), students develop core performance skills (Learning Aim A), apply them in 

rehearsal and performance (Learning Aim B), and evaluate their progress (Learning Aim C), strengthening their technical ability, 

collaboration and professionalism. 

Overall, the curriculum encourages creativity, resilience and critical thinking, equipping students with both performance skills and 

transferable life skills. 

 



Year 
11 

The Year 11 Drama curriculum focuses on Component 3: Responding to a Brief, where students apply the knowledge, skills and 
understanding developed in Year 10 to create and perform original work in response to an externally set assignment. 
Building on Component 1, students draw on their understanding of professional practitioners, styles and how meaning is 
communicated. From Component 2, they apply their developed performance skills, rehearsal techniques and reflective 
practice to a more independent and creative process. 
In Component 3, students: 

• Interpret and respond to a set brief, demonstrating creativity and understanding of audience and purpose 

• Develop, rehearse and refine performance material in a collaborative setting 

• Apply technical, expressive and organisational skills with increasing independence 

• Evaluate and justify their creative decisions, showing clear links between intention and outcome 
Overall, the curriculum aims to produce independent, imaginative and reflective performers, who can confidently apply their 
skills in a professional context while demonstrating resilience, teamwork and critical thinking. 
 

Assessment and Feedback 

Type of Assessment Frequency Type of Feedback 

Review questions in class Weekly Verbal or written via live marking 

End of module assessments Termly Written 

Key Stage 3 and 4 end of year assessments Annually Written 

Key Stage 4 mock examinations Annually Written 

Formative assessment will be used within lessons where appropriate, with teachers providing additional verbal and 
written feedback as needed. 

Students in KS4 study BTEC Performing Arts (Level 1/2)  

Assessment Structure: 

The course is made up of 3 components: 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 

Type: Internal assessment (coursework) 

How it’s assessed: Assignments set and marked by the teacher, then verified 

What students do: 

Research professional work 

Take part in workshops 

Perform and write about their ideas 

 

Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques 



Type: Internal assessment (coursework) 

How it’s assessed: Teacher assessment + moderation 

What students do:  

Develop performance skills 

Rehearse and perform a piece 

Evaluate their progress 

Component 3: Responding to a Brief 

Type: External assessment (exam board set task) 

How it’s assessed: Set task marked externally by Pearson 

What students do:  

Respond to a given brief 

Create and perform original work 

Complete written/log work under supervised conditions 

Overall Structure 

60% coursework (Component 1 + Component 2) 

40% external assessment (Component 3) 

 

Department Staffing: 

Amy Everton – Teacher of Performing Arts  


