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Curriculum Intent: EngLAM

At William Lovell Church of England Academy, Religious Education reflects our Christian vision that everyone
has the potential to flourish. Rooted in our Christian foundation, the curriculum nurtures academic, moral and
spiritual development through the values of Responsibility, Excellence and Growth.

Our enquiry-based curriculum enables students to explore questions of meaning, belief, identity and purpose
through the study of Christianity and a range of religious and non-religious worldviews. Students engage with
significant themes including covenant, prophethood, dharma, social justice, human rights, ethics, religious
experience and the changing landscape of belief in Britain. They also examine the growth and influence of
Global South Christianity, developing an understanding of Christianity as a diverse and worldwide faith.

Through the disciplined study of theology, philosophy and human experience, students develop critical
thinking, curiosity and respectful dialogue. They learn to evaluate different perspectives, reflect on their own
beliefs and values, and respond thoughtfully to moral and spiritual questions.

By placing Christianity at the heart of the curriculum while fostering understanding of a range of faiths and
worldviews, RE equips students with the knowledge, empathy and confidence to live with integrity, contribute
positively to society and flourish in a diverse world.

Implementation

Year | Students begin their Key Stage 3 RE journey by exploring how beliefs and worldviews shape the way

7 people understand and respond to the world. Through enquiries into interpretation, covenant,
prophethood, differing views of Jesus, the Hindu concept of dharma and Sikh responses to social
justice, students develop theological, philosophical and social scientific understanding. As they engage
with diverse perspectives, students are challenged to pursue excellence in their thinking, demonstrate
responsibility through respectful dialogue and empathy, and experience personal growth as they reflect
critically on beliefs, values and identity.

Year | InYear 8, students deepen their understanding of religion and worldviews through enquiries that explore

8 diversity, belief and human experience. They investigate why the Christian Church has become so
diverse, examine the significance of the Three Jewels in Buddhism, consider the relationship between
religion and human rights, and evaluate whether authority should be embraced or challenged. Students
also explore the role of women in the Bible and how art communicates religious meaning. Through these
enquiries, they pursue excellence in their analysis and evaluation, demonstrate responsibility by
engaging thoughtfully with differing perspectives, and experience personal growth as they develop
greater empathy, critical thinking and understanding of the diverse world around them.

Year | InYear 9, students consolidate and extend their understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews
9 through enquiries that explore belief, identity and ethical decision-making in contemporary society. They
examine how the experiences of Global South Christianity have shaped the worldwide Church,
investigate ethical theories and questions of morality, and analyse the changing landscape of belief in
Britain. Students also engage with philosophical questions about religious experience and the existence
of God, before applying their understanding to issues surrounding crime and punishment. Through these
enquiries, students pursue excellence in their evaluation of complex ideas, demonstrate responsibility




by considering the impact of beliefs and actions on individuals and communities, and experience
personal growth as they develop the confidence, cultural awareness and analytical skills needed for
GCSE study and life in a diverse world.

Year
10

In Year 10, students begin their GCSE Religious Studies course by developing a secure understanding of
Christian beliefs, teachings and practices, exploring key concepts such as the nature of God, salvation,
worship and the role of the Church in the modern world. They then apply this knowledge to
contemporary ethical issues through the thematic studies of Peace and Conflict and Relationships and
Families. Through these areas of study, students pursue excellence in their knowledge, analysis and
evaluation of religious viewpoints, demonstrate responsibility by engaging thoughtfully with moral and
ethical issues, and experience personal growth as they develop informed, reasoned responses to
questions that shape individuals and society.

Year
11

In Year 11, students complete their GCSE Religious Studies course by developing a deeper
understanding of Islamic beliefs, teachings and practices. They also explore religious and ethical
perspectives within the Religion and Life theme, considering issues such as the origins and value of the
universe, environmental responsibility, and the sanctity of life. Through these studies, students pursue
excellence in their interpretation and evaluation of religious beliefs, demonstrate responsibility when
engaging with complex moral and ethical issues, and experience personal growth as they reflect on
questions of meaning, purpose and human responsibility. This final year equips students with the
knowledge, confidence and critical thinking skills needed for success in their GCSE examinations and
for thoughtful participation in a diverse society.

Assessment

Type of Assessment Frequency Type of Feedback

Review Questions in class. Weekly Verbal

End of Module Assessments Termly Written

Key Stage 3 and 4 End of Year Assessments Annually Written

Key Stage 4 Mock examinations Annually Written

Formative assessment will be used within lessons where appropriate, with teachers providing additional verbal and

written feedback as needed.

Students in KS4 study AQA Religious Studies A GCSE and will sit 2 written examinations at the end of year 11.

Exam Structure:

e Paper 1: The study of religions - e Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes per
Beliefs, Teachings and Practices paper
e Paper 2: Thematic studies o Weighting: Each paper contributes

50% to the final GCSE grade

Students are awarded a single GCSE grade based on their performance across both papers.

Department Staffing:




Ms Erin Palmer - Cluster Lead Humanities erin.palmer@williamlovell.laat.co.uk

Mr Jonathan Cussons — Teacher of Humanities jonathan.cussons@williamlovell.laat.co.uk
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